
Ensign Garden is the piece of open land on the “other side” of Ensign between the River Walk 

and Access Storage. It has a path leading from the River Walk to an iron gate in the wall which 

runs along our boundary with Access Storage. We have named it Mendip Gate. There is a 

similar path on the other side of Mendip Gate, on the Access Storage site, running from the 

gate to Mendip Road. The purpose (conceived by Wandsworth Council) is that the two paths 

should be linked to give the public pedestrian access from Mendip Road to the River Walk – 

over Ensign Garden. It also says the public should have unrestricted access to all available 

open space in Battersea Reach (all 34 000 sq ft. of it) “to benefit the quality of life and health of 

the wider community.”  So, we are obliged to allow the public access to all our open spaces 

(including the 800 sq.ft. of Ensign Garden). That means there is no private communal amenity 

space for us who live here and no space for a children’s playground. We say we are entitled to 

those facilities. We made a formal application for them in 2022, but lost on a vote by the 

Wandsworth Planning Committee of 5 to 4 (one member did not attend to vote, and he would 

have voted in our favour). The current Committee, constituted last May, appears better 

disposed to our position. We have had discussions with our ward Councillors and they are 

actively supporting and helping us with a fresh application. Our opening statement for that 

renewed application is on our website under “Ensign Garden”.  It says “We intend, if Ensign 

Garden is privatised and Mendip Gate removed, to introduce a full range of facilities and 

services for residents (of all tenures) to enjoy social gatherings, children’s parties and leisure 

activities, as well as an equipped playground for children, in the open fresh air unavailable to 

them elsewhere on the 13- acre estate”. Also, that national planning policy “calls for places that 

are safe, inclusive and attractive for all users particularly for women and girls….The women 

and girls living at Battersea Reach are too fearful to enter Ensign Garden, they feel highly 

vulnerable and constantly remind us that they would like to have it as a safe haven for their 

relaxation (sun bathing social interaction enjoyment of peace and quiet) and somewhere safe 

for their children to play. Their fear is real and constant.”  Comments on the application may 

be invited, but not yet, and if so we would hope for many to be made in the strongest terms.  
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