
                                

                             DOGS AT BATTERSEA REACH

Some residents have expressed displeasure over the efforts to enforce the 
prohibition of keeping dogs at Battersea Reach, feeling it is an unfair and 
unreasonable discrimination against dog–lovers.  

The leases for flats in Baltimore, Commodore, Kingfisher and the north core of 
Ensign allow the keeping of pets, including dogs, with the written consent of the 
landlord. 

However, the leases for all the other flats allow pets, with the written consent of 
the landlord, but expressly disallow dogs, as follows:

10.  Not keep any dog whatsoever in the Demised Premises, the keeping 
of other pets will require the prior written consent of the Landlord 
which consent may be revoked at the reasonable discretion of the 
Landlord 

This means that the landlord cannot give consent to the keeping of a dog in a flat 
with a lease which has the prohibition. Anyone considering keeping a dog 
therefore should ascertain whether or not their lease will allow it – and to obtain 
the landlord’s consent if the lease does allow it.

The prohibition does not apply to keeping a service dog, such as a guide dog. 
However, it does apply to keeping a dog for therapeutic or emotional reasons, and 
this has been confirmed in a number of court cases that enforcement of a “no dogs” 
covenant is neither unreasonable nor discriminatory even in those circumstances.

There have been many complaints about dogs kept in flats with the prohibition, and 
about dogs creating a nuisance by unruly and uncontrolled behaviour, in some 
cases, where people have been attacked or threatened by a dog, or by fouling the 
open spaces. Residents have the right to make complaints in those situations.

The managing agent is obliged to ensure there is no breach of the prohibition, and 
has no discretion to make any concessions.  There is nothing personal about this, 
and residents are asked please to understand that the managing agent is carrying 
out what is required for proper enforcement of the rules and covenants which apply 
to us all equally. 


